Tennessee Supreme Court to Alter Attorney Licensing
For experienced lawyers moving to Tennessee, good things are ahead for practicing law
in the state quickly, according to the Nashville Business Journal. On December 21, the
Tennessee Supreme Court mentioned it would “ease practicing restrictions on
experienced attorneys moving to Tennessee from other states,” decreasing the wait
time. The Court made this change as a part of a series of changes to rules regulating the
licensing of lawyers.

Congress Agrees to Fund New
Nashville Courthouse
The Nashville Business Journal reported that 23
years after deeming the Nashville federal
courthouse “inadequate,” the U.S. Congress has
agreed to fund the construction of a new building.
$181.5 million will cover the project, all of which will
be allotted in one fiscal year. Tennessee Senator
Lamar Alexander said, “This is a rare move because
it funds the courthouse all at once, instead of
creating uncertainty and waste by spreading the
project out over several years.” The new building
will be located downtown near the Renaissance Hotel and the Nashville Public Library.

John Jay Hooker: ‘Tennessean of
the Year”
In recognition of more than 60 years of political service
and an extraordinary dedication to fighting for the
constitutional rights of Tennesseans,
the Tennessean named John Jay Hooker Tennessean
of the Year. Best known for fighting for the right to
“death with dignity,” Hooker also campaigned to reform
the Judicial Selection and Retention System and to
uphold the Tennessee constitution.

Free Legal Help Available in Tennessee
A statewide legal helpline operated by Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services is available
for people in poverty seeking free legal assistance. Helpline attorneys can be reached at
1-844-HELP4TN, and they can provide advice and referrals to free legal services. The
Tennessean reported that a recent study by The Resource for Great Programs shows an
$11 return on investment for every one dollar spent on legal assistance programs in
Tennessee.

LAET Award honors David Yoder
Just before his retirement as Executive Director of Legal
Aid of East Tennessee, David Yoder will accept the
Ashley T. Wiltshire Public Service Attorney of the Year
Award. Yoder is recognized for 40 years of service in four
legal aid programs and his commitment to providing
equal access to justice. The Cleveland Banner
announced that the Tennessee Bar Association will
present the award in Nashville at the War Memorial
Auditorium.

November 2015 Circuit Court Trial
Report

Click here to access November 2015 departments by the
numbers, trials by case type and trial verdict results.
For more detailed access about these cases and thousands
more, subscribe to CaseLink by emailing
caselink@nashville.gov.

