
Kahrs and Chatman Complete Public Administration
Certification Program 
Brian Kahrs, Chief Deputy Clerk in the Probate Court Clerk’s Office, and Stephanie Chatman,
Team Leader in the Circuit Court Clerk’s office, earned their certification as public administrators.
Both received their certificate on May 23 following completion of an 80-hour course administered
by the University of Tennessee’s County Official Training Program. Kahrs and Chatman bring the
number to 10 of Circuit Court Clerk Richard Rooker’s staff to complete the program, in addition
to Mr. Rooker who has also earned the designation. 

8 Judges Named to New Workers’ Comp Court
On May 13, eight judges were appointed to the recently formed Workers’ Compensation Court.
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created by the comprehensive workers’ compensation law passed by the General Assembly in
2013. Brian Addington of Kingsport, Joshua Baker of Nashville, Lisa Knott of Knoxville, Pamela
Johnson of Knoxville, Allen Phillips of Jackson, Jim Umstead of Memphis, Thomas Wyatt of
Chattanooga and Ken Switzer of Nashville will begin work prior to July 1, when the law goes into
effect. Switzer will be the court’s chief judge, the Nashville Business Journal reports. 

Nominations Accepted for Access to Justice
Awards
The Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services (TALS) is accepting nominations for the B. Riney
Green Award and the New Advocate of the Year Award. The awards will be presented
September 10 during the Equal Justice University Conference at the group's Access to Justice
Dinner. Submit nominations to TALS Operating Director Samantha Sanchez by June 27.

Celebrating the Life and Legacy of Cecil Branstetter 
Influential lawyer Cecil Branstetter passed away May 8 at the age of 93. Branstetter is remembered
for his tireless representation of downtrodden clients, selfless service to the poor, and longstanding
contributions of Nashville’s metro charter. He is survived by his wife of 69 years, along with four
children and 10 grandchildren.   

April 2014 Circuit Court Trial Report
Click here to access April 2014 departments by the number,
trials by case type and trial verdict results.

For more detailed access about these cases and thousands
more, subscribe to CaseLink by emailing
caselink@nashville.gov. 
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