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ConNFERENCE ArPoINTMENTS WiLL BE REQuIRED

AFTER 35 YEARS,
CHANCERY'S
WiLLis RETIRING

Doris Willis joined the Chancery Court Clerk
and Master's office in 1965 and never had a
serious thought about leaving.

Until now.

"You just know when it's
time," she said of her decision
to retire this month, leaving
behind the daily routine that
has marked her adult life.

After May 25 (when judges,
lawyers, co-workers and
courthouse associates will
toast her at an open house) her
new routine will be playing golf, socializing
with other retired friends and helping care for
her mother, who is bedridden.

Ironically, her last day on the job comes only
nine days after her 35th anniversary date in
the office. During those years, she has served
nine chancellors and four clerk and masters.

But what she cherishes most, she says, is the
personal enrichment she has received through
her relationship with the people surrounding
her. "You grow by the people around you,"
she said.

Willis has reciprocated by providing "com-
mon sense advice and going the extra mile to
help lawyers on their way," said current Clerk
and Master Claudia Bonnyman, who has been
Willis' boss since 1989.

That speaks well for someone who provides
assistance to fifty or more citizens each day.

WILLIS

New PRrROBATE PoLiCcy

PROMOTES

A new procedure designed to
provide more efficient service
to attorneys practicing law in
the Probate Court will be
adopted on July 1, Circuit Court
Clerk Richard Rooker has an-
nounced.

Starting on that date, the
clerk's office will request that
all matters heard by Probate
Master Bob Bradshaw be set
by appointment.

The new appointment sys-
tem will apply to hearings re-
garding Small Estate Affidavits,
Applications for Letters, Peti-
tions to Probate, and Annual and Final
Settlements in estates, guardianships and
conservatorships.

Currently, those matters are accommo-
dated on a first-come, walk-in basis, often
resulting in unscheduled delays for attor-
neys or their representatives.

Rooker stressed that walk-ins would still
be accommodated when the appointment
procedure goes into effect, but they would
be required to wait for scheduled hearings

BOB BRADSHAW
ProBaTe MASTER

EFFICIENCY

to be completed before be-
ing granted an audience with
the probate master.

"The new procedure should
be very easy for attorneys to
follow," Bradshaw opined,
"since local rules already re-
quire notification to all inter-
ested parties of hearings be-
fore the probate master.

"Therefore, a phone call to
the clerk's office should not
be an inconvenience to any-
one practicing probate."

Rooker said such a system
had been advocated by Pro-
bate Judge Frank Clement Jr. for some time
as a way to provide a better work flow.

"This should make it easier on everybody
involved," he added.

All appointments will be coordinated by
deputy clerk Gay Parker, said Rooker, who
emphasized that "appointment times will
vary throughout the business day and any
special request for a specific date and time
will be accommodated." The phone num-
ber for appointments is 862-5980.

She has earned her leave.
_

The Junge WHo WoN ELecTioN AFTer His DEeaTH

When older lawyers get together to talk about the good old days, their
fondest memories usually are about funny things that have happened in the
courtroom and the people who characterized a particular era.

If you've ever had an opportunity to sit in on one of these sessions, you
would probably agree to pay admission for a repeat performance. Not only
do the stories provide excellent entertainment, they instill a sense of his-
tory not found in any other form.

Take, for example, the time when a General Sessions judge running for
reelection in 1966 defeated his opponent in the June Democratic primary,
despite the fact that he had died several days before the election.

That judge was the colorful Brown Taylor, who at the age of 73 had served
28 years on the General Sessions bench and was considered a shoo-in for
another eight-year term until he failed to overcome pneumonia just days

before the 1966 primary.

Out of fairness to Taylor's lone opponent, Nashville attorney John L
Harris, the county's Democratic Primary Board pasted a blank piece of
paper over Taylor's name on the ballot. But Taylor's popularity with the
voters prevailed, precipitating a vacancy for the nomination.

The executive committee would then select attorney Joe C. Loser Jr., who
went on to win the August general election as the Democratic nominee.

In casting their primary votes for a deceased candidate, the county's Demo-
crats were symbolically echoing their appreciation for the late judge's many
years of dedicated service with a flair.

Taylor endeared himself to the public immediately upon his initial elec-
tion to the bench. His first act was to advertise in the local newspapers that
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