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Three General Sessions Jud

es to Rotate Monday-Friday Bench Duties

DALY ORDER OF ProT1ECTION DOCKETS COMING

The growing number of order of protection petitions has prompted
General Sessions judges to institute a daily docket to provide a
more even distribution of cases that now logjam the court one day
each week.

Beginning Jan. 4, order of protection petitions will be heard Mon-
day through Friday at 10 a.m. in Courtroom 2 of the Ben West
Building.

The new daily dockets will be conducted by judges Gloria Dumas,
Gale Robinson and Casey Moreland on a rotational basis.

During the current calendar year, the monthly average of protec-
tion order requests has risen to 205, often creating overcrowded
weekly dockets and potentially volatile conditions.

Daily dockets, judges believe, not only will help eliminate those

drawbacks but will provide more timely access to the courts, re-
sulting in speedier judicial remedy.

The new lineup will have no bearing on how ex parte orders are
issued.

The final "Tuesday-only" order of protection docket will be held on
Dec. 29.

Because of the holiday break, other General Sessions civil dock-
ets will be in recess from Dec. 21 through Jan. 3. All clerk's offices
will remain open, however, except for the normal Christmas and
New Year holidays.

All government offices will be closed on Thursday, Dec. 24, and
Friday, Dec. 25, but will re-open on Monday, Dec. 28, before closing
on Friday, Jan. 1 in observance of New Year's Day.

Cheers...

Wanda Binkley, who served as a court of-
ficer for former General Sessions Judge
Penny Harrington and who now works as
a receptionist for the courts in the Stahlman
Building, will start the new year in a brand
new role. Wanda will join the staff of Metro
Trustee Charlie Cardwell, effective Jan. 1.
We wish her well.

¢ Also opting for a change of scenery is
Peter Heidenreich, Metro's construction
project guru who supervised numerous
renovation programs involving the court sys-
tem. Heidenreich is leaving the government
after 25 years to become a partner with The
Ingram Group.

¢+ Following several weeks of recovery from
major surgery, Greg Jett returned this
month to his court officer job with General
Sessions Judge Sue McKnight Evans. "|
feel wonderful," he told co-workers upon his
return on Dec. 7. It's wonderful that you're
back, Greg!

¢ Chris Nelson has joined the staff of Gen-
eral Sessions Court Administrator Warner
Hassell as fulltime computer support ana-
lyst. Chris, formerly of Justice Information
Systems, came on board on Nov. 1. Hassell
also announced the promotion of Frank
Halliburton as coordinator of security for the
sessions courts with supervisory authority
over seven security guard employees.

January Birthdays

Circuit Court Clerk

19 Brian Kahrs

27 Christy Allen

29 Deborah Hennessee

Probate
none

General Sessions
7 Susan Kalp

16 Cindy Milligan

27 Faye Coleman

30 Connie Colley

e I CAI'S

Tragedy continued to plague the family of
General Sessions Deputy Clerk Marie
Anderson in November. Following the
death of her brother James McCord on Nov.
9, Marie said good-bye just three weeks
later to her sister Reba McCord, who
passed away at a medical center in Franklin
at the age of 50. We extend our deepest
sympathy to Marie and her family.

+We are equally saddened by the death
of Ronnie Yearwood, 59, brother of internal
auditor Jan Yearwood, who was stricken
by a fatal heart attack on Nov. 18 at Summit
Hospital.

¢ Condolences as well to General Ses-
sions Judge Sue McKnight Evans in the
Dec. 3 death of her sister Mary Franklin.

Traffic Violations
2 Bessie Fox
Richard Arnold
7 Phil York
15 Ron Gibson

—NEXT MONTH

A PROFILE OF Mays STINSON,
THE ONLY PERSON TO SERVE AS A
,« ¥ COURT OFFICER IN SIXTH CIRCUIT
é& COURT, WHO IS ENDING A 33-YEAR
‘Be  CAREER THAT BEGAN WITH THE

‘ CREATION OF THE COURT.

METRO'S AWARD-WINNING TRAFFIC
|| SAFETY SCHOOL RECEIVES MORE HONORS
FROM THE NATIONAL SareTy CounciL
| AND PROGRAM MANAGER TERRY PEAKS
IS ON HAND TO COLLECT THE LATEST DE-
FENSIVE DRIVING SPOILS.

Environmental
Court Moving
To Stahlman

The county's environmental court will move
to a new venue next month, taking with it a
full year of predetermined dates for both ci-
tation and civil warrant dockets.

The court will relocate from the Ben West
Building to the Stahlman Building where
multiple monthly dockets have been sched-
uled in Courtroom IV.

General Sessions Judge Gloria Dumas,
who presides over the court, has sched-
uled from one to three Wednesday "cita-
tion" dockets each month starting in Janu-
ary. The "civil warrant" dockets generally
will be heard once each month, always on
Thursday following that month's first cita-
tion docket.

No civil docket has been set for the month
of June, but two dates are on tap for the
months of May and December.

Only one citation docket will be heard in
January and November, Dumas said, but
the court will convene at least twice during
other months of the year. Three citation dock-
ets have been set for the months of May,
August, October and December.

Here are the announced court dates for
the calendar year:

Citation Docket

January 27; February 3, 10; March 3, 17;
April 21, 28; May 5, 19, 26; June 2, 30; July
14, 21; August 4, 11, 18; September 15, 22;
October 6, 20, 27; November 3; December /
1,:8,15.

Civil Warrant Docket

January 28; February 4; March 11; April 22;
May 6, 27; July 1; August 12; September 16;
October 7, 28; December 2, 9.

-
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Jury Trial Verdicrs

Week of November 2

Case

97C-282

97C-299

97C-1848

97C-1638

97C-3179

96C-160

97C-100

Week of November 9
Case
97C-2157/2977
95C-3253
96C-1203
96C-3550
95C-1770
97C-778
98A-355

Week of November 16
Case ;
96C-2970
96C-1366
96C-1321
96C-4177
98B-977A
*Waivep Jury

Non-Jury TriAL RESULTS

Week of November 2

Case
98C-312

Week of November 9
" Case
98C-460

Week of November 16

Case
97C-3382
Week of November 23
Case
98C-30
98C-351
98C-1464
97C-2449
97C-1380
98C-2001
97C-776
98C-2110
98C-1372
97C-2128
97C-2564
98C-2105
96C-2313
95C-85
96C-343
98C-2024
96C-1608

Circuit Court

TyPe

Auto AcciDent/ST
Doc Bire

Auto AccioenT/ST

GSA/Auto Accioent/ST

Auto ACCIDENT
AuTOo ACCIDENT
AuTo/PEDESTRIAN

TYPE

AuTo ACCIDENT

Auto AcciDent/ST
AuTo AccIDENT/ST
Suip/FaLL

MepicaL MALPRACTICE
AuTto AccIDENT/ST
CRIMINAL

Tyre

Auto Accipent/ST
Auto Accipent/ST
Suip/FaLL

AuTo ACCIDENT
CRIMINAL

TypPE
GSA/ConTRACT

TyPE
GSA/ContRaCT

Tyre
Tn. Cons. Pro, Act

Tyre

Workers Comp
Workers Comp
DAMAGES
DaAmAGES
DAMAGES
DamAGES
DAMAGES
GSA/ConTRacT
GSA/AuTo ACCIDENT
Workers Comp
Auto AcCIDENT
GSA/AUTO AcciDENT
DAmAGES
Damaces
DamAGES’

GSA/

Suip/FaLL

*Hearo By SpeciaL Master MarsH NickoLs

CourT
2nD
6TH
1st
81H
1st
5TH
8TH

Count
6TH
1sT
8tH
2nD
6TH
8TH
5TH

CourT
6TH
2nD
8TH

3RD
5TH

CouRt
1s1*

Court
6TH*

Count

1sT

Court
5TH
8tH
5TH
6TH*
1st
6TH*

B6TH

BTH

1st

1sT

*

*

6TH
5TH
1st
1sT
1st

6TH
6TH

VerpicT
(P) $17,000
(P) $17,300
(P) $375
P) $422
(P) No Awarp
(P) $10,000
(P) $15,000
. VerbicT
P) 517,000
(P) $10,501
P) $1,000
DEFENDANT
DEFENDANT
(P) $18,000

(1 noT GuiLTy, 1 GuiLty)

Veroicr
(P) $2,500
P) $6,000
DEFENDANT
(P) $5,975
GuiLty

_VerbicT

(P) - $926

VerpicT
P) $6,937

VerbicT

)  $16978

S VERnicr
UnDER ADVISEMENT
Unper ADVISEMENT

(P) $19,703
(P) $12,727
(P) $23,076
(P) $65,000
(P) $7,690
=B $7,538
®) $8.501
(P) $13,099
(P) $75,000
DisMISSED
(P) $16,000
(P) $25,000
(P) §7,000
UNDER ADVISEMENT
(P) $140,000

APPEALS
GENERAL SESSIONS
JUDGMENT APPELLANT

DismissED (P)
DismISSED (P)
P-$6,937 (D)
| P-$BAT2 (P)
| P-58,886 (D)

| P-$7,500 (@)

0003

SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES

TotaL CASES CONSIDERED ..vvevssssssnss L — 170
Auto Accidents. 1 86
Negligence......... 0 5
ASS AU sviisivssonisimiminsssssmsssnisamsenson U swsorsisessrse 1
Store Injury ... .0 1
Wrongful Death

Condemnation...
Indecent Exposure
Contract Dispute
R 17 o 1 (—
Defamation .............

Medical Malpractice .
Sexual Harassment...
Personal Injury
Torts
Outrageous Conduct
Fraud
Air Bag
Property Damage
Attorney Malpractice
Soft Tissue............

Food Poisoning
False Imprisonment........ccoevune

Disposmons

Settled .o
Partial Settlement
Pending settlement ..........
No settlement reached
Trials with jury verdicts ............
Dismissals .oieeveirisrsnissinsenns
Pre-conference settlements.......
Post-conference settlements
Continued .....cccocvnevvenene L ———
Canceled .....cormniviinns SN | P
(Source: Megan Gregory, case coordinator)

ABBREVIATIONS?

P-PLAINTIFF

D-DEFENDANT

(9]

P-CoUNTER PLAINTIFF

(9]

D-CouNnTER DEFENDANT

wn

ST-SorFt Tissue

Rec-REcovERY

GSA-GENERAL SESSIONS APPEAL
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Jury Trials by Classification

(JANUARY THROUGH NOVEMBER COMPOSITE)

CONTRACTS

Auto ACCIDENTS

21%

38%

CELLANEOUS

MaLpracTICE 3%

tics compiled for the month of November

CasE INFORMATION

Circuit Court

NEW CIVIL CASES FILED .veevivrereceeeneesrneeseesessensennes 209
CNVIL CASES CONCLUDED! iuiussssussuissvimisinsiasssinisasioisssmiisiasiusiis siiasasi ssasscsifentvs 260
NEW DIVORCE CASES FILED .cvicionnsiissinssnmsnsssnssnsssasassisssssisssicssscosos soaiase iissancs 266
DIVORCE CASES CONCLUDED <..eveeeuveeeeecrerssessssesssesssssssssnsssnssssssssnsssssssssnssssssens 284
General Sessions Civil
New Cases FiLep 2,577
Executions Issuep 2,468
GARNISHMENT PAYMENTS ..vveereeesserserrerserserssssssssssssssssssssssssessassasssssessessesssans 3,588
JubeMeNnTs CoLLECTED .$548,146
ORDER OF PROTECTION PETITIONS ......cerurserernssnrsnssassasssnsssssssessassnsesseeraessnsenss 181
Probate Court
New Cases FiLep swessssaien 13D
Cases CLOSED ...... e 102
Traffic Violations
Moving CiTATIONS ... “ sy 19300
PARKING VIOLATIONS . ssan0:109
TotaL Fines CoLLECTED .$303,057
NULLIFICATIONS ......... i T e S reeeens 2,468
NULLIFICATION FEES COLLECTED weeeverueicresnccrnenssnnesnsssesnsessesssesssessesnnenes 922,212

Rooker Report
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Established by George L. Rooker (1929-1993),
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Richard R. Rooker
Gene Baker ........

Circuit Court Clerk
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CASE ANALYSES

AUTC ACCIDENTS
PLAINTIFFS 80
DEFENDANTS 24

RATIO: PLAINTIFFS 3.8-1
MONTEH=EY=MONTE

MONTH TOTALS JURY  NON-JURY  PLAINTIFF  DEFENDANT NONE
JANUARY=JUNE 60 49 11 40 16 4
JULY-SEPTEMBER 29 22 7 20 5 4
OCTOBER 8 7 1 T4 1 0
NOVEMBER 16 12 3 13 2 1
YEAR-TO-DATE 113 90 22 80 24 9
Jupy Awarnns
MONTH StoTALs DOLLAR RANGE SMEAN
JANUARY 26,190 200-12,168 2,303
FEBRUARY 107,955 1.00-50,000 19,318
MARCH 100,419 364-57,669 14,124
APRIL 525,000 NO RANGE NO MEAN
MAY 167,638 3,206-103,777 15,163
JUNE 36,545 1,616-15,000 4,982
JuLy 2,039,240 915-2,000,000 12,741
AUGUST 63,277 200-27,000 7,294
SEPTEMBER 7,500 NO RANGE NO MEAN
OCTOBER 218,494 2,000-100,000 23,298
NOVEMBER 103,773 375-18,000 8,539
Non=Juny AwApos
MONTH $toTALS DOLLAR RANGE SMEAN
JANUARY NO REPORT NO REPORT NO REPORT
FEBRUARY 53,500 4,500-34,000 15,000
MARCH 126,855 4,300-92,750 9,935
APRIL NO CASES NO CASES NO CASES
MAY 5,198 NONE NONE
JUNE 210,000 NONE NONE
JuLy 22,728 2,750-6,300 4,559
AUGUST NO CASES NO CASES NO CASES
SEPTEMBER 3,700 NONE NONE
OCTOBER 57,500 NONE NONE
NOVEMBER 83,591 8,591-75,000 NONE
*GCENELAL SESSIONS APprans
MONTH TOTALS PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT NONE
JANUARY=MAY 9 5 4 0
JUNE 3 3 0 0
JuLY 4 4 0 0
AUGUST 3 1 2 0
SEPTEMBER 0 0 0 0
OCTOBER 1 1 0 0
NOVEMBER 2 2 0 0
YEAR=TO-DATE 22 16 6 0
Ratio: 1.6-1 *INCLUDED IN ABOVE TRIAL TOTALS
THE OTHELS
CONTRACTS  TOTAL  PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS NO VERDICT
q /5\ 62 a2 5 15
RATIO: PLAINTIFFS 8.2-1 TOTAL AWARDS TO DATE: $278,206

NOVEMBER DOLLAR RANGE: $1,350-10,000
MISCELLANEOUS

17 MALPRACTICE W
i0
2 ()}
DEFENDANTS 24 PLANTEFS 2
NOVERDICT 14 DEFENDANTS 5 &]rg
NOVERDICT 2 .

RATIO: PLAINTIFES  3.7-1 RATIO: DEFENDANTS 2.1-1




