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New Case Filings
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Support GrowinGg for The Children

While money won't heal the emotional scars of parental sepa-
ration, it is an essential medication for treating chronic finan-
cial symptoms contracted by the innocent victims of divorce.

For years, the courts have been writing prescriptions for the
antidote:

"Child Support. Regular Doses. As Directed."

Those who followed the orders found the medicine to be effec-
tive and incurred no more problems. But those who failed to fill

. their prescriptions were required to return for increased dos-

ages.
Yet, it was not they who were in need of the medication. The

real patients were their children, remnants of failed marriages,
facing uncertain futures with certain economic demands.

With support from the legislative branch, private enterprise
and society in general, greater progress is now being made
toward insuring at least partial fulfillment of those demands.

Indicative of that fact is the sharp increase in child support
payments administered through our circuit court clerk's office
during the first six months of the current calendar year. Pay-
ments disbursed to custodial parents during that period hit
$6,858,956, an increase of $851,423 over the same period a
year ago. It was the largest comparison period increase ever
and pushed overall child support fiscal receipts beyond the
$13 million mark for the first time.

The increase was attributed in part to a customary addition of

(See SUPPORT, Page 2)



July 15, 1984 Page 2

Rooker Report

and applied in a manner complementary to the instructions of the courts,”
he said.

Because of the diversity of the departments under the circuit court clerk,
collected revenues bear many labels. Monies paid into the system are
specifically channeled to such areas as child support, trust funds, invest-
ments, court costs, fines and fees. A major portion of the total revenue
picture is derived from collection of judgments. During the last fiscal year,
combined judgment collections for Circuit and General Sessions was $12.5
million.

Service fees to finance overhead expenses of court clerks are set by the
state legislature. Twice annually, Rooker turns over to the Metro general
fund any fees that are collected in excess of budgetary expenses. During the
past fiscal year, that amounted to $1,350,000. No taxpayer money has
been used to finance the circuit court clerk's office for at least the past 25
years.

Of the four departments, only the Traffic Violations Bureau showed a
decline in overall case filings. But a 5.9 percent decrease in the total number
of citations issued for moving violations was overcome by a sharp increase
in parking violations and a concerted effort to collect past due fines. The
bottom line netted out an overall 1.8 percent increase in revenue. Addition-
ally, the bureau collected $188,361 in nullification fees and $91,996 in fines
and costs for Metro ordinance violations.

The Traffic Warrant office was credited with making a significant contri-
bution to the department's overall collections by tenaciously pursuing ex-
ecutions against persons who had long ignored paying fines.

All fines collected by the traffic bureau are turned over to Metro and
earmarked for street repairs and related expenses.

The number of new case filings increased in both General Sessions and

Circuit courts, rebounding from a rather slow 1992-93 period at both levelﬁ

of civil litigation.

General Sessions showed the biggest increase with 37,198 new cases
representing a 4.6 percent improvement over the 1993 figure. And while
the office issued slightly fewer garnishments than the previous year, judg-
ment collections hit $5,519,145--an increase of almost 2 percent. Only
cases involving claims of less than $10,000 fall within General Sessions
jurisdiction.

The civil trial courts also experienced a busy year, concluding 11,004
cases while 11,679 new ones were being filed--350 more than originated
during the same period a year ago. Of the concluded cases, the majority
(7,445) were domestic related, including 3,801 divorce petitions.

The number of new divorce petition filings was actually 163 fewer than
last year at 3,713.

Circuit courts also had their share of cases involving domestic violence
during a period when national attention was focused on spousal abuse.
Prior to June when primary jurisdiction over order of protection petitions
was transferred to General Sessions, all such matters were determined by
the circuit judges. During the final 12 months of operating under the old
rule, the trial courts disposed of 766 order of protection cases.

Since the new law went into effect, only those petitioners who are party
to pending divorce cases may apply for protection orders through the
circuit courts. All others must seek relief through the lower court system,
which has criminal prosecution authority. The legislature also has autho-
rized imposition of a $50 civil penalty against violators with the total
amount going into a special fund to finance anti-domestic violence pro-
grams.

The outcome of civil lawsuits in Circuit during the fiscal year spelled bi%/“‘\

money for winning litigants. The clerk's office collected $6,977,560 in
judgments against the losers.

It was our second year of operating the Probate Court Clerk's office and
the results were respectful with gains in every statistical area. New case
filings increased by 4 percent and the 1,909 concluded cases was 18.6
percent higher than the previous fiscal year. Too, the number of pending
cases dropped from 8,485 to 8,448, and the office generated more than
enough fees to pay its own way.

Efficiency in the probate office reached a new level with the installation of
computer terminals to accommodate upgraded technical programs.

Support Growing for the Children

(From Page 1)
new cases growing out of the 3,801 divorce actions receiving disposition
during the fiscal year. No immediate determination had been made as to
how many of the divorces involved children. There are currently 7,656
active child support cases under clerical supervision of our office.

Several other factors have contributed to the improvement of support
collections, ranging from a tougher stance by the courts to wage assignment
to the privatization of enforcement.

Companies such as Maximus, under state contract to bring Davidson
County's deadbeat parents into compliance, have sprung up across the
nation in recent years and are having an impact on the system. It's big
business with high profit yield from the pure numbers of bounty.

The primary target of the private companies tends to be the hard core
eluder with unstable employment history, virtually impossible to effec-
tively apply controls of wage assignment. Historically, absent parents
with solid wage-earning credentials are more apt to stay gainfully em-
ployed, despite forced employer involvement by the courts.

Therefore, wage assignment perhaps has been the single most effective
method of enforcement. And a new state law that went into effect this

month extends its application by requiring income attachment unless the
court finds "good cause" to order alternative arrangements in the child's
best interest.

Wage assignment not only keeps the paying parent out of hot water with
the courts, it allows for speedier payment to the custodial parent. Because
the payment is in the form of a company check, the clerk's office gives
same-day disbursement, avoiding a 10-day waiting pericd policy applied
to personal checks.

During the past fiscal year, our office processed 101,604 checks—a daily
average of 408 representing $52,976 in child support payments per diem.
That was 5,497 more checks than were issued the previous fiscal year and
helped increase daily support payment receipts to $54,872, or $6,424
more than the daily average a year ago. In fact, the monthly average of
support payments ($1,143,159) was $36,365 higher than the largest singlcf
month of fiscal 1993.

The clerk's office was able to meet the sharply increased workload de-
mand without adding to the size of its staff. Employee experience and a
sophisticated computer system made that possible and, no doubt, will be

m

the combination necessary for meeting even greater demands of the future.







